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COMMON:

Stehekin School
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

_______fv '
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CITY OR TOWN:

Stehekin,,Lake Chelan National Recreation

Washington 53

CATEGORY 

("Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

District (3 Building

Site rj Structure

D Object

£] Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

Q In Process 

[ | Being Considered

HE Occupied 

Unoccupied 

Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:

Q Restricted 

(3 Unrestricted 

D No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 

I I Commercial 

25 Educational 

I I Entertainment

I I Government

1 1 Industrial

D Military

I I Museum

E Pork

I I Private Residence

O Religious

[ I Scientific

[~l Transportation f~l Comments 

n Other (Specify) _________

OWNER'S NAME:

Stehekin Community
STREET AND NUMBER:

Lake Chelan National Recreation Area
STATE:

Washington

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Chelan County
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Chelan Washington 53
IN 1,XIST>NG SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

None
DATE OF SURVEY:

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Federal O Store Q County Q Local

O



CONDITION
Excellent D Good Fair

(Check One) 

Deteriorated Ruins D Unexposed

(Check One) 

G Altered H Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved [X] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

A single story, square notched log, one room school with a king post 
truss log rafter roof over the classroom area and an A truss log 
rafter porch roof; this building serves the primary grades of Stehekin 
Village; it is said to be the last one-room school in Washington. 
Has a large front porch, protected by a projecting gable roof. At 
the rear of the school is a one-room addition that serves as an 
apartment for the teacher. The school is but a few yards from 
the famed Rainbow Falls.

Built in 1921 by the citizens of Stehekin with a special permit 
from U. S. Forest Service. The school is still in operation, 
although the number of students at present is less than 10. - i7*

Boundary :

On^. S. property, adjacent to Stehekin Valley Road 
of Rainbow Falls road junction.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

G Pre-Columbian! D 16th Century 

n 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATElSl (II Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNI FIC ANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal 63 Education |~~| Political

n Engineering Q Religion/Phi-

Q Industry losophy

CH Invention Q Science

[U Landscape rj Sculpture

Architecture gg Social/Human-

D Literature ifarian

D Military Q Theater

l~~l Music Q Transportation

Q Prehistoric

O Historic 

1 | Agriculture 

[ | Architecture 

D Art 

[~1 Commerce 

| 1 Communications 

n Conservation

[1 Urban Planning 

G Other fSpecifyJ

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

After many years of teaching their children in their own homes or by 
having a paid teacher live in the valley and teach in private homes, the 
citizens of the isolated community of Stehekin reached an agreement with 
the U. S. Forest Service in 1921 to erect a school on National Forest 
land.,

Using materials gathered in the Stehekin Valley, the citizens contributed 
their skills and erected the one-room log building which has long been in 
use ever since. It is said to be the last one-room school in Washington.

It is an excellent example of the swiftly-disappearing era when most rural 
Americans received their first education in one-room schools. It
symbolizes the democratic action of a community determined to educate
its youth although isolated from the mainstreams.
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E. N. Thompson, "North Cascades National Park, Basic Data Study"
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW ° ' " o 
NE o . .0 ,

SE ° °
SW 9 . . 0

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
5 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
ROF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

" —————————————————————————————————————— ————

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees , Minute? Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

48°' i?0 ^- lie) 1 .' 4L ' 47" 
A*
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NAME AND TITLE:

FmrAn H. ThempooB, Historian & Laurin C. Huffman II ' *" '-
ORGANIZATION DATE

Pacific Northwest Region, National Park Service June 19. 1970
STREET AND NUMBER:

4th & Pike Building
CITY OR TOWN:

Seattle
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State H ^*X>cal O

Name /IK^ 1 S? . 9^^/^Ly

Titied*»«t tor, Pacific Northwest
Region 

Date August 31, 1972

STATE CODE

Washingto^ 53
NATIONAL REGISTER Vg»»r*tCAf ION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

(/uuirf~ & ifnc ( ku.n // /^/_
3^«K»»KK»Xa*K<X«XX«3HC*««XX^fX«$JC 
Associate Director, Professiona 

Services MAY 3 1 W4
Date

ATTEST:
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cL»c*3»« Keeper of The National Reffster 
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